
 

 
Core to College Overview 
Core to College is a multi-state grant initiative designed to promote strong collaboration between 
higher education and the K-12 sectors in the implementation of the Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS) and aligned assessments. Core to College is funded by Rockefeller Philanthropy 
Associates with technical assistance provided by Education First. 
 

Updates 
 

Curriculum Alignment 
With the support of the Tennessee Board of Regents and University of Tennessee, faculty alignment teams 
were formed to assess and align the K-12 Common Core State Standards to credit bearing, entry level 
courses in English and Math. Each team has created curricular resources to assist professors in voluntarily 
aligning coursework to the more rigorous expectations of the Common Core.  
 

Curriculum Councils 
Eight regional Curriculum Councils were formed in partnership with the Tennessee Department of Education 
Centers of Regional Excellence (CORE) Offices to promote better communication and relationships between 
K-12 and higher education regarding Common Core implementation.  
 
Engaging the Community 
Read below to learn more about how Core to College has been engaging the community-at-large beyond 
alignment and council work. 
 
Additional Resources 
Check out these resources for additional information regarding state and national Common Core 
implementation. 
 

 

Curriculum Alignment Update 

 The curriculum teams for English and Math have met regularly since April 2013 to develop course 
profiles and supplementary curricular materials for Core-Aligned College Algebra and Expository 
Writing courses. Below you can find more specific updates on the current status for each content area. 

 
o English: 

 The final draft of a course profile and sample modules for a Core-Aligned Expository 
Writing course were reviewed by external evaluators from 10 institutions and revised 
according to their feedback. 

 The course is currently being pre-piloted to gather feedback from educators on the utility 
of the materials at Nashville State Community College and the University of Tennessee, 
Chattanooga. 

 The faculty team is planning a two-day training this summer in advance of a larger scale 
pilot of the course in the fall. We are currently in negotiations with various institutions 
regarding their participating in the pilot. 
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http://rockpa.org/page.aspx?pid=580
http://rockpa.org/page.aspx?pid=580
http://www.education-first.com/
http://www.state.tn.us/thec/Divisions/AcademicAffairs/coretocollege/alignment/Core%20Aligned%20Expository%20Writing%20Course%20Profile.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/thec/Divisions/AcademicAffairs/coretocollege/alignment/Core%20Aligned%20Expository%20Writing%20Course%20Profile.pdf


o Math: 
 The math team presented the course profile for a Core-Aligned College Algebra course 

to the Tennessee Council for Chairs of Mathematics last November. The council decided 
to pilot the various tasks at their institutions and provide feedback this spring. 

 The faculty team is planning several one-day trainings this summer for interested faculty 
across the state.  

 
Visit the Curriculum Alignment website for more details!  
 

Curriculum Councils Update 

 Eight P-16 Curriculum Councils have been formed in partnership with the Department of Education’s 
CORE Offices. Note: East TN and First TN were recently restructured to better align with the CORE 
regions. 

 
 

 In October, each of the regional P-16 councils met for a day-long meeting to discuss regional areas of 
need and develop action plans to address them.  

 Each council determined to improve regional communication pathways through regular convenings and 
websites.  

 Specific information on the progress of each council’s work can be found on the Curriculum Council 
website. Outlined below is an overview of regional projects: 
 

 
 
Visit the Curriculum Council website for more details and dates of future regional convenings!  
 
 
 

http://www.state.tn.us/thec/Divisions/AcademicAffairs/coretocollege/alignment/Core%20Aligned%20College%20Algebra%20Syllabus.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/thec/Divisions/AcademicAffairs/coretocollege/curriculum_alignment.shtml
http://www.state.tn.us/thec/Divisions/AcademicAffairs/coretocollege/curriculum_councils.shtml
http://www.state.tn.us/thec/Divisions/AcademicAffairs/coretocollege/curriculum_councils.shtml
http://www.state.tn.us/thec/Divisions/AcademicAffairs/coretocollege/curriculum_councils.shtml


 

Engaging the Community 

 Core to College was featured in an Ed Week article entitled, “’Transitional’ Courses Catch On as 
College-Prep Strategy.” The article focuses on the current trend of utilizing transitional courses as a 
strategy to ensure a more seamless shift for students as they move from K-12 into higher education 
and features how the alignment work around the Common Core fits into the overall landscape of those 
student transitions. Melissa Stugart, the Core to College Director, was quoted regarding the many 
efforts Tennessee has made around improving collaboration between our education sectors.  
 

 Melissa Stugart participated in a panel discussion on collaboration between K-12 and higher education 
at the American Association of School Administrators’ National Conference on Education. The 
conference brought together officials from K-12 and higher education to discuss a recent report entitled, 
“The Collaborative Imperative,” that highlighted the challenges and urgency of collaboration between 
the two sectors. Also included on the panel were Dr. Melinda Boone, Superintendent of Worchester 
Public Schools in Massachusetts, Dr. Nancy Shapiro, Associate Vice-Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
at the University System of Maryland, and Dr. Jubal Yennie, Director of Schools for Sullivan County in 
Tennessee. 
 

Additional Resources 

 Achieve: In partnership with Achieve, the Council of Chief State School Officers and Education Counsel have 
developed State Transition to High-Quality, College/Career-Ready Assessments: A Workbook for State Action on 
Key Policy, Legal and Technical Issues to provide states with a workbook to inform their transition to high-
quality, CCR assessments, with a particular focus on the policy, legal and technical decisions states must address. 
This workbook (along with state team meetings and other supports) is meant to help each state evaluate its 
current readiness for this important transition, identify priority issues for state action and develop a work plan 
to guide assessment transition over time. Achieve will continue to revise and expand the workbook as 
appropriate to keep information updated and relevant. 

 

 Center for American Progress: A Guide to the Common Core State Standards - State Fact Sheets To better frame 
the conversation about the role of the Common Core, the Center for American Progress has compiled a series of 
14 fact sheets on states implementing the Common Core. The series documents the current state of student 
achievement, demonstrates the imperative on why higher standards are important, and offers a side-by-side 
comparison on how the Common Core State Standards will raise student achievement. 

 

 Council of the Great City Schools: Communicating the Common Core State Standards: A Resource for 
Superintendents, School Board Members and Public Relations Executives (October 2013) This guide includes 
recommendations for key elements of a successful communications plan about the Common Core, including 
content (messages), spokespeople (key and secondary messengers) and delivery (strategies and tactics). It offers 
sample resources and materials from Council member districts and partner organizations. Finally, it includes a 
closer look at Raise the Bar Louisville, the public engagement campaign led by Jefferson County Public Schools in 
Kentucky, the first state to begin implementation of the Common Core State Standards. 

 

 Education First: A Primer on Common Core-Aligned Assessments Education First has been working closely with 
state leaders, foundations and other organizations to help provide information, analysis and strategic support to 
facilitate sound decision-making and implementation of high-quality, Common Core-aligned assessments. This 
primer distills and synthesizes the key issues involved, and provides the most up-to-date resource on the 
content, use, purpose and quality of current state tests and PARCC, Smarter Balanced and ACT Aspire. 

 
 

http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2014/02/19/21highschool.h33.html?cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2014/02/19/21highschool.h33.html?cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1
http://nce.aasa.org/
https://www.aascu.org/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=7705
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uxL5q1D7W9ZIl2GIhm-Lk0-XGhSHyXsAASYRnag-gzsDoGQ-jJLj0sI7FaPj_lSAXam-hDp_zdUVjaYRhy4MIX5KNZ2ucs1qR2aSSfsrxeqdT79OCbS1zSTNa-IXGeOt2dalmIlGDC5CJwqbqbVeUTH7EcAEMJoDInPcOmTrewIT07BaIGnVRgeFR4sAezjSrtWFH6_Ru1bW6_09NyBFTKrmyxqv14I8pl-GlRmIJkNc8NJWsm9ULWTimJejwnEK8NFwZc3uX7F7KmnpM5N8_kttFiVmi_JuWhpXwxjZME8=&c=7Z084tWiKt-vFEQdNHDOCi0KPep8_4cyujpCl-ofBlxBYfWzyb-kIQ==&ch=i_NvnxoUl6COww1HwS_XMmBz-Ldi8hgwFYAjYVb4YpbJYsdmNvDH1Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uxL5q1D7W9ZIl2GIhm-Lk0-XGhSHyXsAASYRnag-gzsDoGQ-jJLj0sI7FaPj_lSAXam-hDp_zdUVjaYRhy4MIX5KNZ2ucs1qR2aSSfsrxeqdT79OCbS1zSTNa-IXGeOt2dalmIlGDC5CJwqbqbVeUTH7EcAEMJoDInPcOmTrewIT07BaIGnVRgeFR4sAezjSrtWFH6_Ru1bW6_09NyBFTKrmyxqv14I8pl-GlRmIJkNc8NJWsm9ULWTimJejwnEK8NFwZc3uX7F7KmnpM5N8_kttFiVmi_JuWhpXwxjZME8=&c=7Z084tWiKt-vFEQdNHDOCi0KPep8_4cyujpCl-ofBlxBYfWzyb-kIQ==&ch=i_NvnxoUl6COww1HwS_XMmBz-Ldi8hgwFYAjYVb4YpbJYsdmNvDH1Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uxL5q1D7W9ZIl2GIhm-Lk0-XGhSHyXsAASYRnag-gzsDoGQ-jJLj0sI7FaPj_lSALrJkW0M5PKHFSXz3W2sm-NJTeDXeKbdMe0mXvtOdDfoZXtxL4KEdEyY238xn73J1lfNzd0CyD9qyLaEUK09ob_v4bJnBDNvYGM_-GIsLqdDQvaflRSxK78TXhFVrrDhqU71bdtSABjKcqQnekOuMIroYD00BDNAuUTCSz0EA7xsMlU7QMQW613wQ4Mtju8ufPn0a1DZiYZVyNKJgn2Wgx_HSJ8qxXEApbUloAZoI-j2T2CRcKSYTpBzLbmkFY5Qw&c=7Z084tWiKt-vFEQdNHDOCi0KPep8_4cyujpCl-ofBlxBYfWzyb-kIQ==&ch=i_NvnxoUl6COww1HwS_XMmBz-Ldi8hgwFYAjYVb4YpbJYsdmNvDH1Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uxL5q1D7W9ZIl2GIhm-Lk0-XGhSHyXsAASYRnag-gzsDoGQ-jJLj0sI7FaPj_lSA_bWe2UpA0VtQ7tdJhfAPzV-kDPysvPnxv-cujE55IcC_sYAAhl9zQDK1gyTuZeaRfsfKDMkGdAnD17uS9dDUooYm6YpIyXxReSoPa0MIPKREqWhvd20q4d9il_qxZBjR-QPMH0x3UT-wK95Rydz_8kU5NNBprM1RKvJFoBhoeZ2xUGR-ELqlYmpjOLC_OznFgNJvHTIj7NdrnsMo3Ov5NglhxhjV-dgtLcrAtgIpK_UOqWAhhis9fg==&c=7Z084tWiKt-vFEQdNHDOCi0KPep8_4cyujpCl-ofBlxBYfWzyb-kIQ==&ch=i_NvnxoUl6COww1HwS_XMmBz-Ldi8hgwFYAjYVb4YpbJYsdmNvDH1Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uxL5q1D7W9ZIl2GIhm-Lk0-XGhSHyXsAASYRnag-gzsDoGQ-jJLj0sI7FaPj_lSA_bWe2UpA0VtQ7tdJhfAPzV-kDPysvPnxv-cujE55IcC_sYAAhl9zQDK1gyTuZeaRfsfKDMkGdAnD17uS9dDUooYm6YpIyXxReSoPa0MIPKREqWhvd20q4d9il_qxZBjR-QPMH0x3UT-wK95Rydz_8kU5NNBprM1RKvJFoBhoeZ2xUGR-ELqlYmpjOLC_OznFgNJvHTIj7NdrnsMo3Ov5NglhxhjV-dgtLcrAtgIpK_UOqWAhhis9fg==&c=7Z084tWiKt-vFEQdNHDOCi0KPep8_4cyujpCl-ofBlxBYfWzyb-kIQ==&ch=i_NvnxoUl6COww1HwS_XMmBz-Ldi8hgwFYAjYVb4YpbJYsdmNvDH1Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xot8k7BwDRAtr3MXszlC01m4SeGjOh3p1i7zLrp30PIA8dprsaibaqxFOEmYlA_V6b1JHdbhx0EsCX9arWB8pXYTa8aO6DmPEbMiQZXlSe93pdiHdAVkFEaJWKPVAGXktIaA7JW8ul0nuWtETQ40lH93wsbJbKMSHb-JEDHT9Ct2ND23CXprWPUQijlOhD1oLWJMixwjvT_9-WCNRJapU1VgdgjboTiEOEcZkRz_6g-fFm2cgX5YaOvoHYbzA0YNV0km9isSPjFGeV6Ldn-13g==&c=j6utDcTbBzDif79U2VvVghDweDMWctbcawEshT7BKkviPbNomVE3Vg==&ch=7Swxb4uJDWlYGMnAR7e9M0vn2VAVr-fRASN3T5goe84s3W1MSjx6bQ==


 Education Week: A Common Core Status Tracker developed by Education Week tracks the development in 
various states of legislation seeking withdrawal from the Common Core State Standards. The tracker also 
provides a short synopsis and a timeline of recent actions for each bill. The site allows viewers to customize 
alerts to follow the progress/status of particular bills. 

 

 Education Week: ACT to Drop 'Explore' and 'Plan' Tests ACT Inc., is offering its Explore and Plan tests for the last 
time this school year as it gears up to debut a new suite of tests for grades 3-11 that are aimed at capturing a big 
chunk of the common-standards testing market. ACT intends its new Aspire system to fill the holes created by 
the disappearance of Plan and Explore, as well as those created by states' shifts to new Common Core 
assessments. Aspire, which will be available this coming spring, is being pitched aggressively to states as an 
alternative to PARCC and Smarter Balanced, which will be available in the spring of 2015. The Aspire system will 
cost states $20 per student for five subject areas: mathematics, science, reading, writing, and English. That's less 
than the price estimates PARCC ($29.50) and Smarter Balanced (about $22 or $27, depending on the package) 
have issued for their tests in English language arts and math. Aspire will be given online, although paper-and-
pencil versions will be available for an extra $5 to $6 per student. 

 

 Education Week: New Tools Gauge Fidelity of Lessons to Common Core Several new tools have been designed to 
help teachers and leaders gauge alignment to the Common Core State Standards. EQuIP (Educators Evaluating 
Quality Instructional Products),originated with the work of three states-Massachusetts, New York and Rhode 
Island-that designed a set of criteria to use in judging lessons and units for alignment with the standards. Other 
tools or processes designed to evaluate instructional materials for Common Core alignment include free portals 
by the two teachers' unions where teachers can post and comment on lessons, and a set of free online tools by 
Student Achievement Partners that can be used to judge the fidelity of instructional materials to the standards. 
For-profit groups-like the Austin, Texas-based Learning List, which uses panels of judges to size up instructional 
materials-are also wading into the alignment-evaluation business, and the Business Roundtable is talking with 
partners about creating a group to do "Consumer Reports-type reviews" of Common Core materials. Finally, a 
group of experts led by Maria M. Klawe, the president of Harvey Mudd College, is creating a nonprofit to review 
the most widely used Common Core math materials. 

 

 Education Week: States Grapple with Common Test-Score Cutoffs The two common assessment consortia are 
taking early steps to align the "college readiness" achievement levels on their tests with the rigorous proficiency 
standard of the National Assessment of Educational Progress. This move is expected to set many states up for a 
steep drop in scores since fewer than four in 10 children reached the "proficient" level on the 2013 NAEP in 
reading and math. Facing that music on yet another round of tests will be politically painful for the many states 
planning to use the Common Core exams being developed by the Smarter Balanced and PARCC in 2015. 
However, it appears unlikely that students themselves will feel the sting right away because states are taking a 
wait-and-see approach to attaching individual-level student stakes-such as high school graduation or grade-to-
grade promotion-to those high cutoff scores. 

 

 Institute of Politics, University of Chicago: Video Implementing the Common Core: The Politics and Promise of 
Higher Learning Standards What is the Common Core? Does it represent a federal overreach? What challenges 
and opportunities does it present for students, teachers, administrators and parents? And how is it playing out 
in classrooms in Illinois? In this video, recorded October 24, 2013, we hear from key education stakeholders 
about how the Common Core standards will shape the country's challenging-and changing-education landscape. 
Interviews with U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan and Frederick Hess, director of education policy studies 
at the American Enterprise Institute, are followed by a panel discussion and audience Q&A. 

 

 National Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP): Leadership for Common Core NAESP released two 
surveys in December 2013 that examined principals' views of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
initiative, as well as their preparation and ongoing support for implementation of the higher standards. The 
surveys, which reflect the views of 1,000 principals in 14 states that have adopted CCSS, reveal that principals 
overwhelmingly support the CCSS initiative and have a strong willingness to continue to engage deeply in 
instructional leadership activities as states move forward with the new standards.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0015YHiPyBc6n1RtnltAVPOyqxqoL4Fae4puSOgBtMCPTSC690n7vV2vWtZznU5RlX0TQTyNpVX8b6wvxtTcld84iravG4XN6uFWgPKjpbIVd_dwUrA4R4Pff2yWGNz1CBS3EBnr9YSydtEuajG6Lqm8aBN04UuJMWaNXp7HefW_1BdA9bzaS83Lw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xot8k7BwDRAtr3MXszlC01m4SeGjOh3p1i7zLrp30PIA8dprsaibau6SCZfH78p1nYXLEa-1RRQMAmKVKllSl3flkFAUIu0Oh1MdXeDpvNzCy85QT_PhmI7HKIA28o6F709rZKi_cIUH85WlQ2hXLYEULF5xbllmfIqZxTOJQcCckJgP_XOPqhUXZKFbu9Uk6RxbHuuBSOO2Es8nJgzzMIzFYVcPHbJDcTnW6HQzgTXa-Jdhdgsf_uqn7woPRwcce8el7M5aeXWxhnRJG2aXnw==&c=j6utDcTbBzDif79U2VvVghDweDMWctbcawEshT7BKkviPbNomVE3Vg==&ch=7Swxb4uJDWlYGMnAR7e9M0vn2VAVr-fRASN3T5goe84s3W1MSjx6bQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wrMYv7EBLpAyxq4yKCgP3DSUdcsnaIEJiMsijGc_JTalAgLif2qVDRMl7Lt20P0O_Sp4HDz1Hwo7T9-K6DDqLQyPdu7S_HEs2qUPL-C5kmowvLR5zUVRE3bkQqDiL8Qb5t-V5j_sDPM8Zcmoj-BQKykzu5Iru2uWULV0kvRJuM_nMXHmtaET7VqpygniFqvtIqZXXV0HM9Dy_Lgfn-o4jOP1YGWIvZdV-Kqw1l1suQM-CugNxY-iZasXPwdQI0zk64hVEe_hzVaKng4Vi9uLM8ChdhrqLqlIFg4x1SyMbgNqxH2YTcQd_itW6caHDHv2&c=q_mfRBHHakbjTFHTG151QbSRCU6fYpMLLDtZyqhGj0QUv1GwMLiKgA==&ch=qSMDDgymNR0BYcBqjKOX0gLXfbr_GOXP_cjCXLxAIjDZIgO6YqKOfA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xot8k7BwDRAtr3MXszlC01m4SeGjOh3p1i7zLrp30PIA8dprsaibau6SCZfH78p10zuqk2KbvRxpyvV7EjNLUIdlTaGin7Joka7tGJ9lhISR_1DPeOzzEqEq8Bzig6_GUX3HsTWfi_FJFlEcNOQ6hqq3UNgCypQYP009Kzv9vIaic11KB_YvqNTTQwyBP_3qzlwwV3nQSoWo6lojSgVjcvn_o9rEBEtOfxS3X-C044I9_RjyYo-lrLa0SqUS9IO5Uk34NTDoMsC23wIW9GWTOU1rXGc-UvtavDTS8tEL65l_L_18Y5phBR8cg5OSPZfkVzaXbg_dcFZEFsAzYi0qEw==&c=j6utDcTbBzDif79U2VvVghDweDMWctbcawEshT7BKkviPbNomVE3Vg==&ch=7Swxb4uJDWlYGMnAR7e9M0vn2VAVr-fRASN3T5goe84s3W1MSjx6bQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0015YHiPyBc6n21V5QaadNJ08-vM_7_Bjev4kd_Oi8Bvnk9J5txPQQy89_j4c6Df6IRh84Gk90YXqdVB3cb_6YOTlIaVJ4izZ1eSSCwAtHz10WurY8_i34QJIwD2wSlbfrLliRCD9QwaUxG1hLpZ4R02w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0015YHiPyBc6n21V5QaadNJ08-vM_7_Bjev4kd_Oi8Bvnk9J5txPQQy89_j4c6Df6IRh84Gk90YXqdVB3cb_6YOTlIaVJ4izZ1eSSCwAtHz10WurY8_i34QJIwD2wSlbfrLliRCD9QwaUxG1hLpZ4R02w==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xot8k7BwDRAtr3MXszlC01m4SeGjOh3p1i7zLrp30PIA8dprsaibau6SCZfH78p1e89TaMSyR-y4CnlOPn4HyXgdoh1l9auEfCDGDVMdpIcTgao7CcXylc8mVkkO1g6Hc1mPdHD391nW2n_PZgFZz4wQ5aBSvvL8sV3Emg1VO_0RT0gy7Q259U__aMWdowCjeMUoNiNj8z0=&c=j6utDcTbBzDif79U2VvVghDweDMWctbcawEshT7BKkviPbNomVE3Vg==&ch=7Swxb4uJDWlYGMnAR7e9M0vn2VAVr-fRASN3T5goe84s3W1MSjx6bQ==


 

 PARCC: PARCC Sample Test Questions Now Ready for Computer Practice PARCC has posted sample test items for 
every grade on the testing platform students will use when taking the field test later this spring. This means 
teachers, students, parents and others will be able to engage with the sample items using computer-based tools 
such as drag-and-drop, multiple select, text highlighting, and an equation builder. PARCC also released online 
tutorials that demonstrate how students will navigate the test; how to use the computer-based tools; and 
features that make the test more accessible for all students, including those with disabilities and English 
learners. 

 

 
 

Core to College 
coretocollege@tn.gov 
Tennessee Higher Education Commission 
404 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville TN 37243 
(615) 741-3055 
 
To unsubscribe, reply to this email with subject line “unsubscribe.” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uxL5q1D7W9ZIl2GIhm-Lk0-XGhSHyXsAASYRnag-gzsDoGQ-jJLj0sI7FaPj_lSAK2GNMVtgOZ-JL9izQzmSOhvELsmOuL2EUjeordKqZkA5r74QUH2XnYyZxaZj6OZjzJtDgAFuvSybyhAsysWwvUPQXiqay_n2Xbc7WGxKXrwGQvPFAoFPwNqCg5sUt8V__OHxYTldLO4=&c=7Z084tWiKt-vFEQdNHDOCi0KPep8_4cyujpCl-ofBlxBYfWzyb-kIQ==&ch=i_NvnxoUl6COww1HwS_XMmBz-Ldi8hgwFYAjYVb4YpbJYsdmNvDH1Q==
mailto:coretocollege@tn.gov

